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Chewing

Helpful Hints
EQUIPMENT: Good toys, sterile bone, shake can, “yucky substance” (i.e. Bitter Apple, No Chew, Tabasco sauce)

POSSIBLE REASONS:
Boredom or lack of exercise

Lack of appropriate toys

Pleasure

Anxiety

Teething (3-6 months= baby teeth; 6 months to a year=setting adult teeth)

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS:
1.  Prevention: If you dont want it chewed on, keep it away from puppy.  Dont leave the puppy unattended around inappropriate items.

2.  Redirection: Provide 2-5 good toys (non-human items; good dog toys like rubber bones, sterile bones rubber toys).  Spray or spread “yucky substance” on inappropriate items.

3.  Structure: Decrease the anxiety the dog may have by developing a schedule he can predict.

4.  Correction: If 1, 2, & 3 above have been done, then you may try a correction.**

WHAT TO AVOID:
· Letting the dog play with human items (i.e. old clothes, shoes, etc)

· Letting puppy have too many toys (too many toys left down all the time and the puppy tires of these and will search for something more interesting).

· Correcting after the act (You can only correct if you catch him in the act, otherwise he will not know what you are angry about and correcting him for).

· Emotional arrivals and departures

· Letting puppy mouth or play mouthing games~~*~~

**Shake can Correction: Put some pennies or rocks in an empty soda can, cover opening with duct tape.  Put shake can behind your back; right after puppy engages in “bad behavior” say a brief, “EHH!” in a loud low voice.  If puppy does not stop after 2 tries, then after the 3rd “Ehh” enforce the voice correction with a vigorous shake of the can behind the back.  When puppy quits “bad behavior” immediately reinforce with praise and petting.

~~*~~To Stop Mouthing:  

Hold body-part-being-chewed-on still.  Stare directly into puppys eyes, say “No bite” in firm, low voice and wait for puppy to let go - when puppy lets go, praise puppy

Avoid: waving or pulling away the chewed on body part

Avoid: mouthing games like tug-of-war

If puppy gets mouthy during play, immediately stop game, say “no bite” stand up and ignore the puppy
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